Visit to Nigeria Junei July 2010

Our president Carolyn Peuleve and | have just returned from a fascinating 10 days in Nige-
ria. We spent five days in each of - ~ :
two Dioceses to which we are linked. |

WusasaDiocese is in the mainly Mu
lim area in the Centre / North of t
country, 150 miles north of the capit
Abuj a. The Bish
mi do, who is als
President (as is nearly always the g
in Nigeria) was our hostess. She ha
great concern for the lives of womg
who are often not valued by familif
because their education and skiIIs s

Their work is needed on the land in thls
agricultural economy. Consequently they are often not educated at all, and are married at a
very young age to a life of constant
childbearing, in a situation where child-
bearing is dangerous because of lack of
medical knowledge and support. The
Maternal Health group, formed by

Mary, is working to make childbearing

safer for mother and child, through edu-
cation and medical provision.

WUSASA DIOCESAN WOMEN SHOPPING PLAZA
(ANGUCAN  COMMUNDN]

Mary is working hard, with others, to
teach the women skills, and empower
|them to take control of their own lives.
The picture shows the shopping plaza
with 6 units where women can start
small businesses at a low cdsanother

6 units are planned. Maryo6s dream is for
commodation, where women can be taught gkiits
with which to make a living, and also taught alqout
health in childbearing.

Here we visited each of the seven Deaneries of this
deeply rural Diocese, to be met with ecstatic (vel-
comes, with singing, dancing and hugely genefous
gifts. We also visited schools (including Holy Trn-
ity School, Mai Mai, whose staff and students |are
pictured) and the Anglican hospital, as well as f]ear-
ing of the Theological

College next to th

Bi shopos hpuse, wher e
many priests are traingd

for work throughout Ni

geria. We gained a vi

of a church in a hugely

challenging area, strivirlg

to move forward and

overcome difficulties.




